Mrs. Rachel Curtis, rcurtis@madisonprep.org
James Madison Preparatory School

Art History Syllabus, 2018
Office Hours: By appointment only
I. Course Description: 

The purpose of this class is to develop each student’s understanding and appreciation of art throughout history. In order to accomplish this objective we will be doing a couple things in class. We will be looking at the contextual development of various pieces of art and how they express history through a visual medium. In addition, we will be analyzing various works of art in order to develop the students’ sense of form, style, content, and medium in all genres of art. This class will cover the major art movements through history from the Egyptians up through the 20th century.

II. Course Requirements:

· Bi-Weekly Tests (accumulative) (25%): Every other week there will be a test over the artworks we have covered in class. Three-quarters of the test will be dedicated to works of art we have immediately covered in class and one-quarter will be open to any other works of art we have covered in the weeks before. The students will need to be able to identify the work of art, the artist, the date, and be able to give at least two or three points as to why that piece of art was/is significant. 

· Art Critiques (30%): Each student will submit four written art critiques over the course of the trimester, which will be between 2-4 pages. The purpose of these critiques is to allow the students a chance to interact with a few different works of art and explain why they are significant. In this critique there should be an identification of the historical situation in which the work of art is situated and how that affected the work of art in whatever way. In addition, there should be an analysis of form, content, style, and medium. As well, any other interesting facts or observations that the student would like to make regarding the work of art.

· Presentations (15%): Each student will give between 2-3 mini presentations throughout the course of the trimester. Students will be told what slide they will be presenting on, and given 3 minutes or less to give pertinent information on the slide for students to be tested on. The purpose of these small presentations is to help with time constraints, and to broaden the course to include non-Western artwork.
· Final: (30%): The final will be comprehensive and be in a similar format as the bi-weekly tests, but will include a section that requires more analysis like the art critiques.
III. Art Periods to Cover

· Egyptian Art
· Greek/Roman Art

· Byzantine Art

· Romanesque Art

· Gothic Art

· Renaissance- Italian/Northern Art
· Baroque Art
· Neoclassicism

· Romanticism

· Realism

· Impressionism

· Post-Impressionism 

IV.  Extra Credit
· Throughout the course of the trimester I will offer various ways for each student to receive extra credit if they so choose. One way in which students may receive extra credit however is by taking a trip to the Phoenix Art Museum and writing up a 3 page report on a piece of work they saw. On this report I expect date of composition, artist’s name, title of the work, any historical significance it might have, and why it impacted you. 

· In order to receive the full 10% extra credit for a rough draft one must complete the entire paper as if they were to turn it in for credit including a proper works cited page and proper citation throughout the paper. If, for example, the rough draft is half the size of what the paper length should be, then I reserve the right to give whatever extra credit points I deem worthy of the work that has been turned in. This rough draft will be due one week before the paper is actually due. 
V. Paper Writing Requirements
· In order to avoid confusion I expect each student to adhere to the MLA paper format. There will be a longer discussion in class on all that this entails; however, I will mention here a few things on format standards. First, one inch margins will be expected in your format, and you will be penalized if you adjust your margins. Second, indent the first word of a paragraph one-half inch (or five spaces) from the left margin. Third, every paper will be double-spaced unless otherwise instructed, and set-off quotes exceeding 5 lines will be single spaced. Fourth, in the top right hand corner of your paper you will write your last name and the page number a half-inch from the top. If your paper does not comply with any of these requirements you will be penalized. 

· Please note I will accept electronically submitted work; however, it needs to be emailed as a word document or PDF file. Please do not send me an invitation to edit in Google Docs as it is incompatible with my email. I will send you an email saying I received your paper, if you do not receive an email from me you can assume your paper was not received. It is the obligation of the student to ensure I have received their electronic submission. 
