Literature and Composition 8
2022-2023
Instructor: Miss Lambert 



E-mail: mlambert@madisonprep.org   





 

Phone: (480) 345-2306 ext. 215


Office Hours: By appointment


Course Description: This course will focus on the study of classic literature through reading, discussion, and analysis. Composition will be practiced in a variety of mediums including essays, creative projects, letters, and research-based writing. 
Course Reading:

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain
A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare

Animal Farm by George Orwell

The Time Machine by H.G. Wells

A book of your choosing (with teacher/parent approval)
Materials/Supplies: 
· spiral notebook for notes
· pencils or pens (blue or black ink for assignments)
· red pen for editing
· folder or section of your binder for this class

· composition book for writing portfolio

· planner

· novel

Recommended Books: These books are NOT required for my course, but students will find them useful throughout their junior high/ high school (and even college) careers. 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (9th edition)

The Elements of Style by William Strunk, Jr. and E.B. White
Classroom Policies:

How to enter my classroom:
· Enter the room quietly. Close the door behind you. 

· Proceed directly to your assigned seat and get out materials needed for the class period (including any homework). 

· Write in your planner, and check the whiteboard for any instructions. 

· Follow the directions on the whiteboard if any are posted; otherwise, listen as Miss Lambert reads from a novel. Most days we will begin class with five to ten minutes of a read aloud. 
How to get the teacher’s attention:
As always, in this class you will need to raise your hand before speaking. However, I would ask you to use the following hand signals to tell me why you are raising your hand:

· Raise hand (FIVE fingers) = I’d like to speak/ to ask a question. 

· FOUR fingers = I need to leave the room (restroom, drinking fountain, etc…)

· THREE fingers = I wish to leave my seat (get a tissue, throw garbage away, etc…)

· TWO fingers = I need your help (a.k.a. please come over to my seat)

I will respond to your hand signal by:

· Raising my hand in a stop motion = please wait a moment. I will consider your request after I have finished doing whatever it is I am doing. 

· Nodding = Yes 

· Shaking my head = No*
· Or, I will call on you

Classroom Behavior:
Students should abide by the James Madison Code of Conduct. You are expected to show the same respect and courtesy to others that you would like to receive in turn. 

Discipline:
In my classroom we will operate on a “three strikes and you’re out” policy. 

· 1st disruption = verbal warning

· 2nd disruption = asked to step outside 

· 3rd disruption = issued a ticket and removed from class for the remainder of the period

PLEASE NOTE: This process is subject to change at the teacher’s discretion. If a student acts out in any particularly offensive or disrespectful manner, he/she may be issued a ticket with no warning and immediately removed from class. 

How to leave my class:
· At the end of the class period, I will check your planner. Do not write in your planner at the end of class— this should be done at the start of the period. 

· At the appropriate time, I will dismiss you. Please remain seated until you are dismissed.   

· Once you have gathered your possessions, you may leave the room in an orderly fashion. Remember to push in your chair and close the classroom door on your way out!  

Late Assignments, Attendance, and Tardiness:
· Late work: In general, short term late assignments will not be accepted for credit. Long term assignments may be turned in late with a ten percent penalty for each day the assignment is late. Long term assignments are due regardless of attendance. You have one “late pass” each trimester, meaning you have one opportunity during the trimester to turn in an assignment one day late with no penalty. It is your responsibility to ask that your late pass be applied to a particular assignment.     

· Attendance: After an absence, it is your responsibility to ask me about any missed work. Please arrange to speak with me after class, during study hall, or after school. In general, you will have as many days to finish your make-up work as you missed. If you were absent the day of a test, you should expect to make it up the first day you are back at school. Be sure to copy any notes you missed while you were out!   

· Tardiness: Please see the student handbook for specific tardy policy. If you are late to my class, enter quietly, place your pass on my desk (if you have one), and take your seat.

Grading: 
You will be graded in the following areas, weighted as shown below: 
Compositions- 30%


Trimester final- 20%

Tests- 15%

Quizzes- 15%



Homework- 10%

Participation- 10%

Plagiarism: 

In regard to plagiarism, the JMPS student handbook states: 

   
 Academic dishonesty is considered extremely serious and will result in a felony ticket, parental contact and disciplinary action, and may result in suspension or expulsion. Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to plagiarism, cheating, forbidden homework collaboration, etc. With respect to disciplinary consequences, no distinction is made between students who get the answers from other students inappropriately and students who provide answers to other students inappropriately. At all times the guiding principle is “if it isn’t your work, don’t put your name on it.” Students who commit academic dishonesty in any form shall receive no credit for any assignment(s) in question, and will not be offered or allowed make-up work to replace or compensate the lost credit for such assignment(s).
Because there is so much writing in this course, each year there are students who are tempted to borrow inappropriately from other authors, and each year there are students who face severe consequences when they are caught. In short, do not plagiarize.  

In the academic sense, plagiarism refers to more than just turning in someone else’s writing with your name on it. Plagiarism includes stealing (whether purposefully or accidentally) another person’s words, phrases, or ideas. Plagiarism also occurs when a student incorrectly cites another author’s work. Students cannot be too conscientious in regard to this issue. Please ask for help if you need clarification about how or when to cite. 
A Few More Items to Note: 
· In Literature and Composition class, all handwritten work is always done in cursive. I do not accept work done in print, nor do I accept writing that is illegible. 
· Rough drafts should be completed in a composition book. This book is your writing portfolio, which shows your progress as a writer over the course of the year. Please use the same composition book throughout the year. In the composition book, always use cursive, skip lines, and title each new rough draft. Write on the front side of the page only and make sure your name is on the front cover as books are collected periodically. Do not use this book for other classes. 
· Students will frequently take notes. These notes should be taken in a spiral bound notebook used only for Literature and Composition class. 
· The final draft of long term writing assignments may be typed on a computer. Please use the following formatting: typed work should be double-spaced, size 12, Times New Roman font, and left justified with one inch margins. 
· Students will be given a calendar of reading assignments and major writing projects affiliated with most novels. To do well on quizzes, students must keep up with the reading. Students may read, but they are encouraged to review each chapter before the class period for which that chapter was assigned. When absent, students should use the calendar to stay current with reading assignments. 
Please detach the statement below, then sign and return:  

I have read and I understand the 2022-2023 classroom expectations and requirements for the Jr. High Literature and Composition class.  

Student
_________________________________________   Date ________________

Parent
_________________________________________   Date ________________
*If I say no to a request, please wait a couple of minutes and then feel free to ask again. I will allow you to leave the room when needed, but in general only one student is permitted to leave at a time. In some cases, I may be giving directions or important information that I do not want you to miss. But please know that you may always ask a second time if you are initially told no or asked to wait.  











