Miss. Amanda Stutzman (astutzman@madisonprep.org)

James Madison Preparatory School

6th Grade Academics

Office Hours: M-7:30am-8:00am, M- 3:15-3:45, T-7:30am-8:00am  

Welcome to 6th grade at JMPS. This syllabus lays out academic policy in the classroom as well as how grades are determined for each subject area. Changes to this syllabus may occur throughout the year, in that event it will be communicated clearly with parents and students. My email listed above is the absolute best way to communicate with me, and I am always happy to offer explanations or answer questions you may have.  My staff page can be found at madisonprep.org, this will show an overview of the planned week and has my contact information available as well. 
1) Math Course Description

(1) Sixth grade math will be following the state standards for Arizona math education with supplemental work on arithmetic. There has been a growing trend in upper level math of students not being comfortable with math fundamentals, therefore sixth grade math will be drilling the basics and doing constant review so that these skills are not lost over the year. 

b) Math Course Text

(1) We will be using Saxon 76 Incremental Development 3rd edition textbook. Saxon is great at consistently reviewing previously learned topics and therefore will support the focus on reviewing the basics of arithmetic. Any additional review pages or lessons not found in the textbook will be handed out during class. 

c) Math Course Requirements
i) Notebooks (10%): Notebook checks will be made at the end of each unit. These notebooks should reflect the notes and examples from class each day. 
ii) Tests (25%) There will be a test over each unit of study
iii) Daily Homework (30%) Homework must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day it is due to receive credit. 
iv) Quizzes (15%) Quizzes will be planned and announced at least 1 day before they are given. 
v) Final (20%) The final will be cumulative over the entire trimester.  
vi) Extra Credit- Extra credit assignments are at the discretion of the teacher and will not be given on an individual basis.   
2) Science Course Description

(1) This course will be focused on Middle School Life Science and Geology topics. We will be covering many concepts including: Scientific Method, Structure and Function in Living Systems, Body Systems, and Populations of Organisms in an Ecosystem and Natural Hazards in the Environment. 

b) Course Text

(1) -Real Science 4 Kids books Geology and Life Science  

(2) -Interactive Science Human Body Systems

(3) We will be using multiple supplementary materials such as worksheets, additional chapters and homework that are not found in the textbook.

c) Science Course Requirements

i) Interactive Notebooks (15%): Notebook checks will be made at the end of each unit. These interactive notebooks will include in-class handouts and class lecture notes. 
ii) Labs (10%) Lab Grades will be made based on participation and completion of specific lab assigned homework. 
iii) Tests (20%) There will be a test over each unit of study.
iv) Daily Homework (20%) Homework must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day it is due to receive credit. 
v) Quizzes (15%) Quizzes will be planned and announced at least 1 day before they are given.  
vi) Final (20%) The final will be cumulative over the entire trimester.  
3) English Language Arts Course Description 

(1) James Madison Preparatory School has integrated the English Language Arts (ELA) and History curriculum for the sixth grade. During this year, students will boost their reading and writing skills. 
(2) Grammar work will be completed at least two days a week. Students will learn to apply their knowledge directly to their writing.  

(3) Spelling, Vocabulary and handwriting will take place as part of the English curriculum. All English work will need to be completed in cursive.      

(4) Extra credit: For every book (read on top of regular curriculum) and book report form a student completes, one percentage point will be added to their final grade each trimester (up to 4%). 
b) Course Text 

(1) The Lightening Thief by Rick Riordan 

(2) Sophia’s War- Avi 
(3) The Giver- Lois Lowry 
(4) Island of the Blue Dolphins-Scott O’Dell 
(5) OpenCourt Reading SRA short stories  
c) English Language Arts Course Requirements

i) Tests (20%)  
ii) Grammar Homework (15%)

iii) English Homework (15%) Homework must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day it is due to receive credit. 
iv) Quizzes (15%) Quizzes will be planned and announced at least 1 day before they are given.  
v) Final (20%) The final will be cumulative over the entire trimester.  
vi) Writing assignments (15%) Includes long term papers as well as daily writing prompts. 

4) History Course Description 

(1) In the first trimester, we will be studying Ancient Greece and democracy. 

(2) In the second trimester, we will be studying some of the important individuals in the founding of our nation as well as exploring the history behind the forgotten American Folktales. 

(3) In the third trimester, we will be studying 19th Century America and its founding.  
(4) These units will guide students from the foundations of democracy to critical events and important individuals in modern American history.   

b) Course Text 

(1) We will be using many different sources for our history studies this year.  

(2) American History will primarily come from We the People: The Citizen and The Constitution   
c) History Course Requirements

i) Tests (20%)  Test will be given periodically when a unit of study has been completed. 
ii) Homework (25%) Homework must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day it is due to receive credit. 
iii) Quizzes (15%) Quizzes will be planned and announced at least 1 day before they are given.  
iv) Participation (10%) Class discussions and different activities will take place throughout our studies. To earn participation points a student needs to understand the topics discussed and take part in class activities.  

v) Notebooks (10%) Students will receive credit for an organized notebook with correct information and notes from class. 

vi) Final (20%) The final will be cumulative over the entire trimester.  
5) In-Class Expectations 

a) Students are expected to show up on time and prepared for class   

(1) Bring all materials necessary (textbook, homework, planner,  notebook, pencil and eraser) 

(2) Failure to be prompt to class will result in a tardy ticket 

(3) If a student is absent it is their responsibility to get the appropriate work from the teacher 

1. Weekly homework will also be updated on the webpage  

b) Students will not be allowed to eat or drink in class (besides water) 

c) Students are expected to be polite towards peers and teachers  

(1) No talking or leaving your seat while others are talking    

d) Academic Integrity is of upmost importance and plagiarism will not be tolerated

(1) No student should be copying another’s homework, changing answers or discussing test/ quiz questions. Doing so will result in an immediate code of conduct ticket  
(2) In math, students will grade their own daily homework. I do this in class because I want students to see the problems they missed as it gives them the opportunity to ask questions and have immediate feedback on their understanding of the previous lesson. Students who decide to change answers while grading homework will not receive credit for the homework and will receive a code of conduct ticket.   
e) Late Work 
i) Late homework will not be accepted.    
ii) If a student is absent they have the same amount of days missed to complete the missing work ( i.e. if you miss 2 days, makeup work is due 2 days after your return to school) 

iii) Each student will be allowed to drop their lowest homework score in each academic subject at the end of the trimester.   
Please detach and return to teacher by Friday August 10, 2018
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the 6th grade Academic Syllabus and understand the class expectations and guidelines outlined above. 

____________________________________                    ________________________________________

Student Print Name




   Student Signature 

____________________________________                     ________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Print Name


Parent/ Guardian Signature

___________________________________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Email

