Mrs. Rachel Curtis, rcurtis@madisonprep.org
James Madison Preparatory School

20th Century Literature Syllabus

Spring Trimester, 2018
Office Hours: M- 7:30-8:00, T-7:30-8:00, F-7:30-8:00
I. Course Description:
The purpose of this class is to give the students a chance to delve deeper into the lives and writings of a few 20th Century authors. The hope of this class is to demonstrate the profound impact these authors have had on our society, and the continued significance they bear for us today. In addition, the class will take the time to understand the complex themes these stories present to their readers and how many of these stories provide social commentary on the historical situation of the early 1900’s for both men and women. We will be reading works from F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemmingway, and Ayn Rand.  

II. Course Readings:
· F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby
· Ernest Hemmingway, Sun Also Rises
· Ayn Rand, Anthem 
III. Course Requirements:
· Reading Quizzes (30%): Due to students not reading consistently, I will be giving regular quizzes to ensure that students stay up on their reading. These quizzes are designed to challenge the students’ comprehension and improve their ability to comprehend their readings over the course of the trimester.
· Tests (15%): There will be a larger test over each of the novels, including the lecture material covered regarding the authors. Tests will be mostly short answer, incorporating aspects of the quizzes taken throughout the novel. 
· Fitzgerald Paper (15%): The purpose of this paper is to explore the themes and motifs of The Great Gatsby, including the impact of the 1920’s on the American psyche. 
· Hemmingway Paper (15%): Students can choose to write either an analysis of the Sun Also Rises or write a creative piece where they write their own version of the Sun Also Rises, based on their experiences. 
· Final Exam (25%): The final exam is a creative piece where the students are asked to write their own dystopian paper, based on the Ayn Rand novel we read. 
IV. Extra Credit
· In order to receive the full 10% extra credit for a rough draft one must complete the entire paper as if they were to turn it in including a proper works cited page and proper citation throughout the paper. If, for example, the rough draft is half the size of what the paper length should be, then I reserve the right to give whatever extra credit points I deem worthy of the work that has been turned in. This rough draft will be due one week before the paper is actually due. 
· One perpetual way a student might receive extra credit is by completing a movie critique for any of the books we will be reading. I will be looking for a 3-4 page critique of the movie based on how well it represents the book, whether or not the director takes creative license and how, as well as the student’s opinion on whether the movie helps with making the book more tangible. 

V.  Paper Writing Requirements

In order to avoid confusion I expect each student to adhere to the MLA paper format. There will be a longer discussion in class on all that this entails; however, I will mention here a few things on format standards. First, one inch margins will be expected in your format, and you will be penalized if you adjust your margins. Second, indent the first word of a paragraph one-half inch (or five spaces) from the left margin. Third, every paper will be double-spaced unless otherwise instructed, and set-off quotes exceeding 5 lines will be single spaced. Fourth, in the top right hand corner of your paper you will write your last name and the page number a half-inch from the top. If your paper does not comply with any of these requirements you will be penalized. 

