Mrs. Rachel Curtis, rcurtis@madisonprep.org
James Madison Preparatory School

19th Century Literature Syllabus

Fall Trimester, 2017
Office Hours: M- 7:30-8:00, T-7:30-8:00, F-7:30-8:00
I. Course Description:
The purpose of this class is to give the students a chance to delve deeper into the lives and writings of a few 19th Century authors. The hope of this class is to demonstrate the profound impact these authors had on their society and the continued significance they bear for us today. In addition, the class will take the time to understand the complex themes these stories present to their readers and how many of these stories provide social commentary on the historical situation in the 1800’s for both men and women. We will be reading works from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Mary Shelley, Robert Louis Stevenson, Oscar Wilde, and Charles Dickens. 

II. Course Readings:
· Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (selected works)

· Mary Shelley, Frankenstein
· Robert Louis Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde
· Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest
· Charles Dickens, Oliver Twist
III. Course Requirements:
· Reading Tests (30%): Due to students not reading consistently, I will be giving regular quizzes to ensure that students stay up on their reading. These quizzes are designed to challenge the students’ comprehension and improve their ability to comprehend their readings over the course of the trimester.
· Author Quizzes (15%): These will be short quizzes to cover the information given concerning the various authors we discuss throughout the trimester: Doyle, Shelley, Louis Stevenson, Wilde, and Dickens. 
· Jekyll & Hyde Packet (15%): The Jekyll & Hyde packet is an assignment designed for students to go in depth in dissecting and analyzing all the elements of a novel. Students will learn how to explore voice, setting, characterization, themes, and motifs in one of the literature’s great works of fiction.
· Frankenstein Paper (15%): This paper will consist of not only an analysis of the book itself, but also give students a chance to interact with an academic article written about Frankenstein. Students will be encouraged to dialogue with the article they choose and decide if they agree or disagree on the author’s critique of the novel. 
· Dickens Quizzes (10%): In order to broaden the literature covered in this class, students will be asked to read the novel, Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens over the course of the trimester. However, small checkpoints will be given during the trimester so as to ensure students are reading the book. The cumulative checkpoint quizzes will total 10 percent of the student’s grade.  
· Final Exam (15%): The final exam will be cumulative and will include multiple choice, short answer, and long form essay questions. Students will receive a study guide before the final.
IV. Extra Credit
· In order to receive the full 10% extra credit for a rough draft one must complete the entire paper as if they were to turn it in including a proper works cited page and proper citation throughout the paper. If, for example, the rough draft is half the size of what the paper length should be, then I reserve the right to give whatever extra credit points I deem worthy of the work that has been turned in. This rough draft will be due one week before the paper is actually due. 
· One perpetual way a student might receive extra credit is by completing a movie critique for any of the books we will be reading. I will be looking for a 3-4 page critique of the movie based on how well it represents the book, whether or not the director takes creative license and how, as well as the student’s opinion on whether the movie helps with making the book more tangible. 

V.  Paper Writing Requirements

· In order to avoid confusion I expect each student to adhere to the MLA paper format. There will be a longer discussion in class on all that this entails; however, I will mention here a few things on format standards. First, one inch margins will be expected in your format, and you will be penalized if you adjust your margins. Second, indent the first word of a paragraph one-half inch (or five spaces) from the left margin. Third, every paper will be double-spaced unless otherwise instructed, and set-off quotes exceeding 5 lines will be single spaced. Fourth, in the top right hand corner of your paper you will write your last name and the page number a half-inch from the top. If your paper does not comply with any of these requirements you will be penalized. 
· Please note I will accept electronically submitted work; however, it needs to be emailed as a word document or PDF file. Please do not send me an invitation to edit in Google Docs as it is incompatible with my email. I will send you an email saying I received your paper, if you do not receive an email from me you can assume your paper was not received. It is the obligation of the student to ensure I have received their electronic submission. 
