Ms. Curtis, rcurtis@madisonprep.org 

Self-Reliance Syllabus
2nd Trimester, 2011-2012
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Friday 7:30-8:00
I. Course Description
The purpose of Self-Reliance is to help students with learning and mastering some of the basic skills sets of life. The class will cover basics of cooking, cleaning, car repair, and many other daily responsibilities of adulthood. There are various perspectives and methods by which an individual may perform these tasks and the class will try to offer multiple methods of completion. 

II. Topics to Cover (Working List)
1. Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Self Reliance” 
2. Ironing, Polishing Shoes, Tying a Tie, Personal Hygiene, How to Tip
3. Cleaning, Laundry 

4. Sewing

5. Hospitality, Etiquette 

6. Decorating, Furniture, Appliances
7. Cooking
8. How to write a Resume, Interviewing (Schilling)
9. Budgeting, Writing a Check , Banking, Taxes (Mrs. Grant)

10. Car maintenance 
11. Building 
12. General Maintenance 
III. Grading Requirements
Participation (50%): As this class is called “Self-Reliance” a majority of the students’ grade is based on their actual participation in whatever project we are working on. Students will be graded on both effort and precision in their completion of a task or chore. 
Tests (20%): Tests will be over grouped sections of the course, and will include both a written and a practical portion. 
Etiquette Dinner (10%): The etiquette dinner will take place sometime in January at the school. We are planning to have the meal catered, and it will be a sit down meal with five courses. Students are expected to dress appropriately, and implement their comprehension of proper dinner etiquette. 
Final (20%): The final will be comprehensive, and like the tests, will include both a written aspect as well as a practical completion. There will be various stations set up in order for students to carry out their knowledge they have acquired through the course of the trimester. 
