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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will study/review fundamental elements of music (rhythm, melody, harmony, notation, etc.).  Students will study musical style and the relationship between style and history.  Students will learn basic skills in singing and theory.  Students will develop skills of critique and analysis of music.  Student will perform a short choral or instrumental concert for their peers.  Students will study historical, contemporary, and world music styles.  A variety of source materials will be used including recordings, books, videos, CD-ROM materials, and Internet sources.  Students may participate in a series of clinics with trained musicians.  

Evaluation for this class is based on quiz and test points, class exercises, short writing assignments, participation, and citizenship. Mastery will be demonstrated by achieving 75% of all possible test/evaluation points.
COURSE GOALS

· Demonstrate an enjoyment of singing, and a commitment to singing well 

· Demonstrate a personal aesthetic response to music 

· Demonstrate an interest in musical performance in the community 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the aesthetic nature of music and the fine arts 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the various roles of music in society 

· Demonstrate an appreciation for the development of individual musical style 

· Demonstrate an appreciation of different interpretations of the same musical work 

· Value composing, arranging and improvising as a means of personal expression 

· Value amateur music making 

· Demonstrate an enjoyment of listening to and studying music of various types 

· Demonstrate a knowledge of quality compositions, composers, and performers 

· Demonstrate a respect for music of recognized quality and its skillful performance 

COURSE OUTLINE  
I. Introduction  
A. Course Review

B. Music, Culture and History

II. Elements of Music  

A. Sound, Pitch, Dynamics, and Tone Color

B. Performing Media: Voices and Instruments

C. Rhythm

D. Music Notation

E. Melody

F. Harmony

G. Key

H. Musical Texture

I. Musical Form

J. Performance

K. Musical Style

III. The Middle Ages

A. Gregorian Chant

B. Secular Music in the Middle Ages

C. Development of Polyphony

IV. The Renaissance 

A. Music and Society

B. Sacred Music in the Renaissance

C. Secular Music in the Renaissance

V. The Baroque Period 

A. New Musical Developments during the Renaissance

B. Music in Baroque Society

C. Composers 

D. The Fugue

E. The Origins of Opera

F. The Oratorio

VI. The Classical Period 

A. Classical Style and Components

B. Composers, Patrons and the Public 

C. The Sonata

D. The Symphony

E. The Concerto

F. Chamber Music

VII. The Romantic Period 

A. Romanticism in Music:  Emotion, Fantasy, and Nature

B. Composers and their Public

C. The Art Song 

VIII. The Twentieth Century

A. Musical Styles: Diversity

B. Music and Musicians in Society

C. Impressionism, Symbolism and Expressionism

IX. American Music

A. Jazz 

1. Roots: Ragtime, the Blues, and New Orleans

2. Elements of Jazz

3. Jazz Players and Composers

(American Music cont.)

B. Rock

1. Elements and Styles

2. Rock Music in Society

X.  World Music

A. Music in Non-Western Cultures

B. World Music in Society

XI. Concert Presentation

FINAL TESTS  

METHOD
The instructor will present the course content utilizing a wide variety of source materials including books, audio and video resources, guest speakers (if possible), computer software and interactive materials, and Internet sources.  Rehearsal and group practice, lectures, Socratic methods and strategies, class discussions and debates to examine divergent viewpoints, oral and multimedia presentations, small group discussions and discovery, and musical presentations will all be employed to deliver the course content in interesting, meaningful, and effective ways.

MEASUREMENT CRITERIA FOR MASTERY

The instructor will utilize a variety of evaluative strategies, including but not limited to tests,  listening tests, quizzes, short written assignments, oral presentations, classroom discussions and debates, collaborative group problem solving projects, and dramatic presentations.  Students will demonstrate mastery of the course objectives by achieving 75% of all possible points.
COURSE GRADING

The student’s grade will be earned based on the following distribution:

10% for Attendance - 
1 point earned for each day in class, 0 points for each day missed or for partial attendance (less than ½ of period in class).  SEE THE FAMILY HANDBOOK FOR PROCEDURES RE: EXCESSIVE ATTENDANCE.

40% for Participation -
Based on a 0-3 point scale.


0    
Absent or in violation of the Code of Conduct

1    
Present, not participating, not taking notes

2    
Engaged in discussion/practice, taking notes, actively listening

3  
Highly engaged, active in practice or discussion, exemplary student conduct

50% for Assignments -

Includes all papers, projects, quizzes, tests 

Please see the Family Handbook for grading procedures.
COURSE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS

TESTS

There will be six listening tests.  The Final Listening Test will be comprehensive. There will be three written tests, including a midterm and a Final Written Test.

QUIZZES

There will be  10 pop quizzes distributed through the course.
PAPERS

There is one short paper for this course.  This assignment will be completed outside of class.  

All other writing assignments will be in class.  Unless otherwise noted, they are to be handwritten in black or blue ink, double spaced, and must follow the Madison Paper format.  Papers are graded based on completion of the assignment, content and clarity, use of research and footnotes (when applicable), and spelling and mechanics (grammar, usage, punctuation, etc.)

PROJECTS

Students will complete the BAMIOOJ and MARIOOJ projects in preparation for performance at the end of the trimester.  A written assignment sheet will be distributed when the assignment is given.

Students may be assigned other projects at the discretion of the instructor.  These may be individual or group projects, to be determined by the instructor.

PRESENTATIONS

Students will make one presentation to the class.  The presentation must be at least 5 minutes long.  Presentations should not take more than 8 minutes.  Students must discuss their presentation with Mr. B for approval and scheduling.  

A presentation may be:

· A short demonstration of an instrument played or owned by the student

· A solo performance

· An ensemble performance (with other students)

· An oral report about a composer or artist (must be approved by the instructor

· A creative topic proposed by the student and approved by the instructor
PERFORMANCE

All students will participate in class time rehearsals in preparation for a concert at the end of the trimester.  This concert will be for all Madison Prep students and parents, and will be during Assembly.

II. Elements of Music (cont.)
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