Course Description – 7th Grade Language Arts 
1st Trimester

In first trimester 7th grade Language Arts we work on handwriting, building our vocabulary, and learning grammar basics.  We learn how to correctly write in cursive, which we are required to use throughout all 7th grade classes.  We also begin our two year vocabulary building with Wordly Wise 3000 Book 4, working through the first 10 chapters.  We look at parts of speech, the building blocks of English, and cover nouns, pronouns, and adjectives using our Warriner’s English Grammar and Composition Second Course books.  We learn how to diagram these basic parts of speech.  We also learn about the rules for capitalization, basic sentence types, and subjects and predicates.
2nd Trimester

In second trimester 7th grade Language Arts we continue working on our vocabulary and grammar.  We work through Wordly Wise chapters 11-20.  We review our parts of speech and add verbs and adverbs to our repertoire.  We also have several listening comprehension exercises and begin working on some of the skills necessary to take the AIMS test in the spring.
3rd Trimester

In third trimester 7th grade Language Arts we begin Wordly Wise3000 Book 5, working through the first 10 chapters.  We continue reviewing and learning parts of speech, adding prepositions, conjunctions, and interjections.  We learn how to diagram all parts of speech in preparation for 8th grade Language Arts.

Course Description – 8th Grade Language Arts

1st Trimester

In first trimester 8th grade Language Arts we work on handwriting, building our vocabulary, and reinforcing our grammar basics.  We review correctly writing in cursive, which we are required to use throughout all 8th grade classes.  We also continue building our vocabulary with Wordly Wise 3000 Book 5, which was started in 7th grade, working through chapters 11 through 20.  We review our eight basic parts of speech in our Warriner’s English Grammar and Composition Third Course books.  We look at rules for capitalization and basic sentence structure.

2nd Trimester

In second trimester 8th grade Language Arts we continue working on our vocabulary and grammar.  We work through Wordly Wise 3000 Book 6, working on chapters 1 through 10.  We learn the parts of a sentence, and how to diagram sentences.  We also have several listening comprehension exercises and begin working on some of the skills necessary to take the AIMS test in the spring.
3rd Trimester

In third trimester 8th grade Language Arts we finish Wordly Wise 3000 Book 6, completing chapters 11 through 20.  We learn about complements, functions of prepositional phrases, and sentence classification.  We also have several sentence diagramming exercises and projects throughout this trimester.  

Course Description – Self Reliance

Self Reliance takes a practical approach in looking at the skills necessary for life.  The course is broken up into eight sections:  How To Dress yourself, How To Feed Yourself, How To Function In Society, How To Clean Up After Yourself, How To Use a Tool, How To Get Where You’re Going, Water Is Your Friend, and Electricity Is Your Friend.  There are several hands on skills that are taught in this class.  Some skills are ironing, polishing shoes, tying a tie, cooking, jump starting a car, wiring an outlet, using a hammer, setting a table, writing a thank you card, changing a tire, plunging a toilet, and cleaning.  By the end of class, students should feel comfortable performing each of the exercises on their own.  
