Ms. Rachel Curtis, rcurtis@madisonprep.org
American Literature II Syllabus

2nd Trimester, 2011-2012
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Friday 7:30-8:00
I. Course Description: 
The purpose of American Literature is to help students gain an appreciation for their literary past, whilst learning the advanced levels of comprehension and composition associated with a senior literature class. We will be looking at both novels and poems from roughly the 1800’s to the early 1900’s. Many of the authors we will be discussing have been fundamental in shaping the ideals of American literature and America herself. 

II. Course Readings:
· Henry Wadsworth Longfellow- A Psalm of Life, Excelsior, Mezzo Cammin, The Slave’s Dream, The Fire of Driftwood, My Lost Youth, Aftermath, Paul Revere’s Ride
· John Greenleaf Whittier- Ichabod!
· Walt Whitman- Song of Myself, I Sit and Look Out, Beat! Beat! Drums!, Calvary Crossing a Ford, The Sleepers, From Specimen Days
· Emily Dickinson- 49, 280, 303, 536, 709, 712, 822, 986, 1242

· Henry David Thoreau- Civil Disobedience (Mr. Sheaffer guest lecturing)
· Mark Twain- Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (excerpts)
· Harriet Beecher Stowe- Uncle Tom’s Cabin
III. Course Requirements:
·  Reading Quizzes (30%): The majority of the grade for this class will be centered on the reading comprehension quizzes that the students will take for all the readings we do throughout the trimester. Reading comprehension at the senior level goes beyond simple identification of the main plot and characters, and instead is about the various nuances of the stories. Students should be looking for the deeper meaning in the text, and the quizzes will highlight that understanding. 
· Papers (25%): Students will complete two papers this trimester, with a focus on literary criticism and analysis. Papers should go beyond simple discussion of the theme, and use scholarly research to support and prove the students’ thesis. The first paper will be a four page paper on Civil Disobedience, and the second paper will be a short analysis of Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn, and its controversial position within American literature. 
· Discussion (15%): Another essential component to a literature class is discussion, and students will be graded on their participation in class discussions. Students are encouraged to prepare comments before class discussions, in order that they might better contribute to the topic at hand. 
· Final (30%): The final will be a take home final, primarily centered on Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin, as the majority of the class will be the discussion and analysis of that novel. The final will be similar to the papers in the class in its scope and focus. Students will be able to choose one topic from a list I will provide. 
IV. Extra Credit
· In order to receive the full 10% extra credit for a rough draft one must complete the entire paper as if they were to turn it in including a proper works cited page and proper citation throughout the paper. If, for example, the rough draft is half the size of what the paper length should be, then I reserve the right to give whatever extra credit points I deem worthy of the work that has been turned in. This rough draft will be due one week before the paper is actually due. 
· One perpetual way a student might receive extra credit is by completing a movie critique for any of the books we will be reading. I will be looking for a 3-4 page critique of the movie based on how well it represents the book, whether or not the director takes creative license and how, as well as the student’s opinion on whether the movie helps with making the book more tangible. 

V.  Paper Writing Requirements

In order to avoid confusion I expect each student to adhere to the MLA paper format. There will be a longer discussion in class on all that this entails; however, I will mention here a few things on format standards. First, one inch margins will be expected in your format, and you will be penalized if you adjust your margins. Second, indent the first word of a paragraph one-half inch (or five spaces) from the left margin. Also, indent set-off quotations one inch (or ten spaces) from the left margin. Third, every paper will be double-spaced unless otherwise instructed, and set-off quotes exceeding 5 lines will be single spaced. Fourth, in the top right hand corner of your paper you will write your last name and the page number a half-inch from the top. If your paper does not comply with any of these requirements you will be penalized. 

